
BEFORE 9/11 RECONSTRUCTION

5 World Trade Center (opened in 1975)

Damaged by debris from 1 WTC; 
remnants torn down

F

6 World Trade Center (opened in 1975)

Damaged by debris from 1 WTC; 
remnants torn down
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4 World Trade Center (opened in 1975)

Damaged by debris from 2 WTC; 
remnants torn down
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Remembering terror’s victims
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World Trade Center South Tower
(also known as 2 WTC; opened in 1971)

Struck by United Airlines Flight 175; 
collapsed at 9:59 a.m.; debris severely 
damaged several other buildings

A

World Trade Center North Tower
(also known as 1 WTC; opened in 1970)

Struck by American Airlines Flight 11; 
collapsed at 10:28 a.m.

B

7 World Trade Center (opened in 1987)

Damaged and set afire by debris from
1 WTC; collapsed at 5:20 p.m.

C

3 World Trade Center 
(opened in 1981, housed a Marriott hotel)

Nearly totally destroyed by debris from 
both towers; remnants torn down

D

St. Nicholas Church
(opened in 1916, building dated to 1832)

Destroyed by debris from 2 WTC

H

Fiterman Hall (building dated to 1959)

Damaged by debris from 1 WTC; 
deconstruction finished November 2009

I

130 Liberty St. (building dated to 1974)

Damaged by debris from 2 WTC; 
deconstruction finished February 2011
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7 World Trade Center
�‡��Construction began in 2002, completed 
in 2006; controlled by Silverstein
�‡���)�O�R�R�U�V 52
�‡���+�H�L�J�K�W 741 ft. (226 m)

A

1 World Trade Center
(also known as Freedom Tower)

�‡��Construction began in 2006; 
controlled by Port Authority, 
centerpiece of WTC rebuilding effort
�‡���)�O�R�R�U�V 105
�‡���+�H�L�J�K�W 1,776 ft. (541 m) to top of 
spire, 1,368 ft. (417 m) to top of roof
�‡���&�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q 2013

B

2 World Trade Center
�‡��Controlled by Silverstein
�‡���)�O�R�R�U�V 79
�‡���+�H�L�J�K�W 1,270 ft. (387 m)
�‡���&�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q 2014

C

3 World Trade Center
�‡��Controlled by Silverstein
�‡���)�O�R�R�U�V 71
�‡���+�H�L�J�K�W 1,155 ft. (352 m)
�‡���&�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q 2014

D

4 World Trade Center
�‡��Controlled by Silverstein
�‡���)�O�R�R�U�V 64
�‡���+�H�L�J�K�W 974 ft. (297 m)
�‡���&�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q 2012

E

New PATH train terminal
�‡��Replaces temporary terminal; links 
PATH trains to New York City subway
�‡���&�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q 2014

F

World Financial Center complex
Damaged by debris but buildings 
have been refurbished

5 World Trade Center
Formerly occupied by 130 Liberty St. building, 
site is the possible location of another tower, 
possibly residential, but plans are incomplete
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�‡���6�H�S�W��������������������
Hijackers crash 
two Boeing 767 
jetliners into the 
twin towers of the 
World Trade 
Center; damage 
and fires cause 
both towers to 
collapse; debris 
destroys several 
other buildings or 
forces their later 
demolition 

�‡���0�D�\������������������
More than one 
million tons 
of concrete and 
steel debris 
removed to date

�‡���1�R�Y��������������������
Plans for a new
7 WTC tower 
unveiled

�‡��December 2002
Second round 
of a design contest 
for reconstruction 
plan takes place; 
proposals by 
Daniel Libeskind 
and six others  
chosen as 
semifinalists

�‡��February 2003
Libeskind’s design 
selected

�‡���$�S�U�L�O����������
Design 
competition 
for memorial 
announced

�‡��July 2003
Santiago 
Calatrava of Spain 
chosen to design 
new PATH 
train station, 
centerpiece of the 
rebuilt WTC 
transportation hub

�‡��January 2004
Michael Arad 
chosen as the 
memorial designer

�‡��March 2006
Work begins on 
memorial

�‡���$�S�U�L�O����������
Port Authority and 
developer Larry 
Silverstein reach 
deals in which he 
relinquishes his 
rights to develop
1 WTC (Freedom 
Tower) and 5 WTC 
in exchange for 
control of towers
2, 3 and 4 and 
access to Liberty 
Bond financing

�‡���$�S�U�L�O������������������
Ground broken 
on Freedom Tower

�‡���6�H�S�W������������������
Silverstein unveils 
plans for towers 2, 
3 and 4

�‡���0�D�\������������������
Port Authority says 
it wants to cancel 
construction on a 
new 5 WTC, 
cutting total office 
space in the 
reconstructed site 
to 5 million sq. ft. 
(465,000 sq. m) 
from 6.7 million
sq. ft. (622,500 
sq. m)

�‡���$�S�U�L�O����������
Two reflecting 
pools are fully 
framed in steel

�‡��Summer 2010
Foundation work 
begins for towers
2 and 3

�‡���$�X�J��������������������
Two tridents are  
installed in the 
museum’s pavilion 
atrium

�‡��May 2011
Workers begin 
testing south 
pool’s waterfalls 

�‡��July 2011
Framing on
1 WTC climbs 
to 76 out of 105 
floors, while 
facade reaches 
49th floor; 
completion
expected in late 
2013

Recovery,
rebuilding

North Tower poolNorth Tower pool

Museum
Pavilion
Museum
Pavilion

7 World Trade Center7 World Trade CenterOne World
Trade Center

(Freedom Tower;
to be completed

in 2013)

One World
Trade Center

(Freedom Tower;
to be completed

in 2013)

Rendering of pediment, showing names inscribed in bronze panels

Another view
�‡��Cross-section 
of site, looking north

�‡��Exhibits presented 
both above and 
below ground

�‡��Lowest point 
of interior is about
70 feet (21.3 m) 
below street level

After working 24 hours a day for more than eight months, in spring 2002 workers finally finished dismantling the wreckage left by the attacks. 
But plans for new office buildings, such as those for the memorial itself, have been slowed by controversy over design and disagreements 

between the Port Authority and Silverstein Properties. Work on a series of new towers is now progressing.

Office buildings, before and after 

Details of the memorial site
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Greenwich Street
to the east

Fulton Street
to the north

Liberty Street
to the south

West Street
to the west

Memorial site
�F�R�Y�H�U�V�������D�F�U�H�V
(3.2 hectares)
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Two massive pools with waterfalls around the 
inner sides are positioned in the footprints of the 
former towers; each pool holds 480,000 gallons 
(1.8 million liters) of water and takes about 15 
hours to fill; each is lined with 1,900 granite tiles

1 Reflecting pools

9/11 Museum Pavilion
This new building serves as the entry to the 
underground museum via a series of slowly 
descending ramps; glass-covered atrium facing 
the North Tower pool lets site visitors see inside 
and visitors inside can see the plaza area

2

A “Wall of Faces” displays photos of victims from 
1993 and 2001; interactive tables and wall 
displays offer information about each person, 
including remembrances by friends and family

4 Victims remembrance 

At the bedrock level of the museum, about 70 ft. 
(21.3 m) below street level, is an array of the 
original box-beam column footings from the 
missing towers, another reminder of them

8 South Tower column footings

More than 400 white swamp oak and American 
sweet gum trees have been planted in the plaza 
in a mixture of soil and gravel designed to 
promote healthy root growth

5 Trees

Inside the atrium, 
two distinctive 
exterior columns 
from the old towers 
will serve as 
reminders of the 
huge scale of the 
fallen buildings

3 Tridents

After a decade of work to reclaim the site in lower Manhattan where the U.S. was attacked on Sept. 11, 2001, significant 
progress is now on display in the form of the 9/11 Memorial and Museum, which will be the emotional center of the rebuilt site.

Lining portions of the underground exhibit area 
are exposed sections of the slurry wall, the 
barrier originally built to line the sunken “bathtub” 
in which the WTC was built; the wall keeps 
Hudson River waters from seeping in

6 Slurry wall

The west chamber of the below-ground exhibit 
area contains the last steel column removed 
from the WTC site, covered with tributes from 
construction crews

7 Last column

Column Slurry wall

Schedule
�‡��The memorial site will be dedicated during the 10th 
anniversary observances Sept. 11, with family and 
dignitaries in attendance; it will then be open to a 
limited number of visitors with passes booked online 
in advance for specific days starting Sept. 12

�‡����The museum will officially 
open in September 2012

�‡��To reserve a pass in 
advance for a specfic 
date and time, go to:

�������P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���R�U�J��
�Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���S�D�V�V�H�V
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(or which collapsed or were 
deliberately demolished later)

�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���E�D�G�O�\��
�G�D�P�D�J�H�G���R�Q����������
(and deconstructed
later)
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Museum pavilion

Museum
underground

Memorial
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North Tower pool

West
Street

Possible new St. 
Nicholas Church
on Liberty Street

North Tower  (1,470 names)

North Tower
(1,470 names)

Victims 
�R�I������������
�D�W�W�D�F�N 
(6 names)

�)�O�L�J�K�W������ 
(struck the 
North Tower, 
87 names)

�)�O�L�J�K�W������
(struck the Pentagon, 
59 names)

�3�H�Q�W�D�J�R�Q (125 names)

�)�O�L�J�K�W������
(crashed near 
Shanksville, Pa.,
40 names)

South Tower
(694 names)

�(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U�V
(441 names)

�)�O�L�J�K�W��������
(struck the

South Tower,
60 names)

South Tower pool
1,419 victims’ names
South Tower pool
1,419 victims’ names

Each pool is about
30 ft. (9.1 m) deep
Each pool is about
30 ft. (9.1 m) deep

North Tower pool
1,563 victims’ names
North Tower pool
1,563 victims’ names

Each pool is about
210 ft. (64 m) wide
Each pool is about
210 ft. (64 m) wide
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Victims’
names
 �‡���1�D�P�H�V���R�I���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V��
killed in the 9/11 
attacks, as well as 
those who died in the 
1993 bombing of the 
North Tower parking 
garage, are inscribed 
in pediments around 
the perimeter 
of each pool

�‡���1�D�P�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W��
responders’ section, 
around the 
southwest corner of 
the South Tower 
pool, are arranged 
according to agency, 
such as the New 
York Fire 
Department,
and unit

Designed by architect 
Michael Arad and 
landscaper Peter Walker


