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2012 GOP primary,
caucus calendar

Polling in South Carolina

Saturday South Carolina
 (25 delegates)

Jan. 31 Florida  (50)

Feb. 4 Maine, Nevada  (52)

Feb. 7 Colorado, Minnesota,  
Northern Marianas  (85)

Feb. 28 Arizona, Michigan (59)

March 3 Washington  (43)

March 6 (Super Tuesday)
Alaska, Georgia, Idaho, Massachu-
setts, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, 
Wyoming  (466)

March 10 Guam, Kansas,
Virgin Islands  (58)

March 13 Alabama, American 
Samoa, Hawaii, Mississippi  (119)

March 17 Missouri  (52)

March 18 Puerto Rico* (23)

March 20 Illinois  (69)

March 24 Louisiana  (46)

April 3 District of Columbia, 
Maryland, Texas*,
Wisconsin  (253)

April 24 Connecticut, Delaware, New 
York, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island  (231)

May 8 Indiana, North Carolina, West 
Virginia  (132)

May 15 Nebraska*, Oregon  (63)

May 22 Arkansas, Kentucky  (81)

June 5 California, Montana, 
New Jersey, New Mexico,
South Dakota (299)

June 26 Utah  (40)

As the state’s topography descends from the northwestern hills to the southeastern coast, so does its conservative bent. The candidates 
have tailored their campaigns to attract the various voting groups.

A pivotal race in South Carolina

Newt Gingrich Ron Paul
Unlike in New Hampshire, 
where the Texas 
congressman enjoyed strong 
support from a large 
independent voting bloc, 
Paul has made few inroads 
in largely conservative South 
Carolina

Mitt Romney
After weeks spent in the top 
spot, the former 
Massachusetts governor is in 
a near-tie with Gingrich. He 
has taken a page from former 
adversary John McCain, who 
in 2008 focused on moderate 
voters and beat conservative 
rivals

Rick Santorum
After a boost from his strong 
showing in Iowa, the former 
Pennsylvania senator has 
been losing ground in the 
Palmetto State to rival 
Gingrich; Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry’s endorsement of 
Gingrich on Thursday is 
unlikely to help

In the days before Thursday’s 
broadcast of an interview with 
his second wife, the former 
House speaker had been rising 
in the polls as he beseeched 
voters to eschew other 
conservative candidates and 
“come together” to beat Mitt 
Romney

Percentage who adhere to a religion

Upstate: God’s country

The evangelical vote

The northwestern corridor is the most religious and socially conservative 
region, epicenter of the state’s large evangelical Christian community and 
the home of Bob Jones University, an evangelical mecca; Rick Santorum 
and Newt Gingrich have been stumping here in hopes of gaining 
churchgoers’ votes in the large metro areas of Greenville, Spartanburg and 
Rock Hill. Romney’s tactic here has been to make clear his strong faith in 
God but refrain from mentioning the Mormon church

The Midlands: An electoral stew
The central region is the most diverse in terms of voters, with pockets of rural 
poverty, conservative military base communities and Columbia; that city is the 
capital and home to the flagship state university, making it the most liberal area in 
the state; Ron Paul has gained support here from the student and military 
populations, but if any section of South Carolina is up for grabs, it’s this one
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One of the main 
reasons several 
candidates remained in 
the race after the New 
Hampshire primary 
was to compete for the 
state’s large base of 
evangelical voters, but 
a recent poll shows the 
group is largely in line 
with the state as a 
whole

S.C. Republicans’
choice for nominee
Jan. 12-15
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Pee Dee: The ignored region
Named after the Pee Dee River that 
runs through it, this area is also the 
northern portion of what is known as 
South Carolina’s “corridor of shame,” 
a swath of working-class, 
largely black and impoverished 
residents, because Pee Dee is 
heavily Democratic and lacks 
major population centers, the 
GOP hopefuls have not spent 
much time here
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The low country:
Moderate, monied
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Many of South Carolina’s 
wealthiest residents live in 
the coastal metros 
of Charleston, Beaufort and 
Hilton Head Island; the 
coast is attractive to young 
professionals and retirees, 
many from Northern cities, 

making this the state’s 
most moderate region. 

Romney has applied 
most of his efforts 

here, the same 
area that John 

McCain dominated 
in 2008
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Ron Paul 14.4

Rick Perry 3.6
Suspended campaign Thursday

South Carolina Republicans’
preference for presidential
nomination
S.C. polling average, as of Jan. 19

Mitt Romney 31.8%

Newt Gingrich 30.6

Rick Santorum 12.0

The GOP presidential candidates arrive at the South Carolina primary Saturday with two fewer members in their field since the last contest in New Hampshire. The tighter competition has sharpened the 
remaining candidates’ attacks on one another, leading to a close race between the front-runner and his closest rival. If history is any indication, the man to challenge President Barack Obama will prevail in 
South Carolina, which has picked every eventual GOP nominee since 1980.
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