A pivotal race in South Carolina 2012

The GOP presidential candidates arrive at the South Carolina primary Saturday with two fewer members in their field since the last contest in New Hampshire. The tighter competition has sharpened the
remaining candidates’ attacks on one another, leading to a close race between the front-runner and his closest rival. If history is any indication, the man to challenge President Barack Obama will prevail in
South Carolina, which has picked every eventual GOP nominee since 1980.
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A sloping political spectrum

As the state’s topography descends from the northwestern hills to the southeastern coast, so does its conservative bent. The candidates 2012 GOP pn mary,

have tailored their campaigns to attract the various voting groups.
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populations, but if any section of South Carolina is up for grabs, it's this one
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