An unlucky year: Weather disasters spike in 2011

By KATIE NIELAND | Tribune graphics

Unprecedented tornadoes, fires, storms, hurricanes and floods contributed to a record an inordinate number of extremely hazardous and deadly, destructive weather events,”
14 weather and climate disasters in the United States in 2011 that caused $1 billion or said Greg Carbin, a warning coordination meteorologist for the National Oceanic and
more in damages. That reflects a spike in natural disasters and also the geography of . Atmospheric Administration. Will 2012 be another record-breaker? Carbin says that’s
where they occurred, whether in populated areas or costly farmland. “There were just ' hardto predict. “Let’s hope that’s an anomaly.”
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Cost per natural disaster in 2011
The total cost for the 2011 events is $55 billion — nowhere near the $160 billion price tag in 2005
($143.9 billion is attributed to Hurricane Katrina). Though the cost was relatively low, 669 people
died in these 2011 weather disasters. Weather-related deaths totaled more than 1,000 for the year.
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""""""""""""""""""""""""" Hurricane Center says this is 2011 was an above-average season for tropical storms with 19
one of the longest stretches on named storms — tied with 2010, 1995 and 1887 as the third busiest
1981 NONE record without a Category 3 season on record. However, the number of hurricanes (six) and
hurricane making landfall. major hurricanes (two) was closer to average.

Heat waves and droughts can often be
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attributed to natural changes in the sea surface temperature. Scientists say increased activity is likely
for several more years.
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