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Groundhog Club formed

“Today” show appearance Visited President Reagan 
at the White House in March

Namesake
movie release

Guest on the 
Oprah Show

Largest
audience

NOTE: Groundhog Day recognized in 1886; first trek to Gobbler’s Knob was in 1887

The anatomy of Groundhog Day

Punxsutawney Phil
Marmota Monax

Today, select groundhogs all over the United States and Canada will be the center 
of a holiday that began in the late 19th century. The groundhog, also known as a woodchuck, 
is the largest member of the squirrel family. Legend suggests that when the 
hibernating mammal emerges from his burrow on Groundhog Day, the midpoint 
between winter and spring, he is able to predict weather. Fanfare, ceremony, 
and a break from cabin fever catapults the small Pennsylvania town of 
Punxsutawney into the national spotlight.  

�‡���%�X�V�K�\���W�D�L�O���L�V��
4-6 in. (10-15 cm) long

The legend and its origins

Past prognostications

Gobbler’s Knob and the Inner Circle
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�‡���*�U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�J���S�X�U�U�V�����J�U�X�Q�W�V����
chucks and makes a shrill 
whistle when alarmed; 
this is the reason for his 
colloquial names 
�V�L�I�I�O�H�X�U�����)�U�H�Q�F�K��
�I�R�U���Z�K�L�V�W�O�H�U����
and whistle-pig

�‡���*�U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�J�‹�V���L�Q�F�L�V�R�U���W�H�H�W�K���D�U�H��
used to cut through roots and pry 
loose small stones while digging 

underground to make a burrow

The celebration of Groundhog Day began 
with Pennsylvania’s earliest settlers

�‡���,�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�����K�Hdgehogs were used to 
�S�U�H�G�L�F�W���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�����,�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����J�U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�J�V��
were abundant so were substituted

�‡���&�D�Q�G�O�H�P�D�V���'�D�\���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���V�D�\�V����
�´�)�R�U���D�V���W�K�H���V�X�Q���V�K�L�Q�H�V���R�Q���&�D�Q�G�O�H�P�D�V��
�'�D�\�����V�R���I�D�U���Z�L�O�O���W�K�H���V�Q�R�Z���V�Z�L�U�O���L�Q��
May...”

�‡���$�W���W�K�H���K�D�O�I�Z�D�\���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���Z�L�Q�W�H�U����
the celebration cured cabin fever 
in western Pennsylvania

�‡���7�K�H�\���F�O�L�P�E���W�U�H�H�V���D�Q�G��
can swim; can also 
run at speeds up 
to 10 mph (16 kph)

If Phil sees his shadow, 
there will be six more weeks 
of winter weather

If he does not see his shadow, 
there will be an early spring

Gobbler’s Knob is a gently sloped amphitheater about 1.5 miles (2.4 km) southeast of Punxsutawney. 
The ceremony begins at 3 a.m. with a bonfire, music, and fireworks, all leading up to daybreak, when 
Phil emerges from his burrow. The Inner Circle are formal-attired members of the Groundhog Club on 
a mission to promote and protect the legend of Punxsutawney Phil.
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�6�R�X�U�F�H�����7�K�H���,�Q�Q�H�U���&�L�U�F�O�H���R�I���7�K�H���*�U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�J���&�O�X�E����
�3�D�����'�H�S�W�����R�I���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���	���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����*�U�H�D�W���2�X�W�G�R�R�U�V���9�L�V�L�W�R�U�V��
�%�X�U�H�D�X�����J�U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�J���R�U�J�����$�G�L�U�R�Q�G�D�F�N���(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U�����0�&�7���3�K�R�W�R���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H
�*�U�D�S�K�L�F�����&�\�Q�W�K�L�D���*�U�H�H�U�����7�K�H���3�K�L�O�D�G�H�O�S�K�L�D���,�Q�T�X�L�U�H�U

Phil weighs 20 Ib. (9 kg) 
and is 20 in. (51 cm) long; 
in the wild, groundhogs 
weigh 6 to 12 Ib. (3 to 5 kg)

Groundhog Day
is today!

�‡���*�U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�J�V���D�U�H��
herbivores; move 

their mouth in a 
side-to-side motion 

when eating
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