Inside the Maine and Nevada caucuses

ELECTION 2012

Voting opens Saturday in two very different contests that will send a total of 52 delegates to the GOP convention (28 in the one-day Nevada caucuses and 24 in the weeklong Maine caucuses). Mitt Romney
is hoping for a repeat of his performance in 2008, when he handily won each contest with more than 50 percent of the votes. Although Romney is expected to win both states again, complexities among both

states’ electorates could open the door for his competitors.
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Source: Las Vegas Review-Journal poll of 426 Republicans conducted Jan. 27-31, margin of error: +/- 4.75 percentage points

Rick Santorum

Santorum is not well-known in
either state and only recently
opened an office in Nevada;
he is not expected to make
any major gains

Mitt Romney

In Nevada, Romney is
expected to win handily,
particularly given the large
Mormon population; his name
recognition bodes well for him
in Maine
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NOTE: Recent polling information for the Maine Republican caucuses not available

A desert battle

Romney won the 2008 Nevada caucuses, taking just more than half the votes and every
county except Nye, which went to Paul. The front-runner should have no problem repeating
his victory Saturday, given the state’s moderate brand of Republican views, his organization
and his Mormon faith.

Reno area

Washoe and Storey counties have grown in recent years — though not nearly as
rapidly as Las Vegas — which has turned their political hue from a bright red to more
of a purple; Washoe County, considered the state’s bellwether, is home to a mix

of older Republicans and newer, younger and less conservative voters; Washoe
County also tipped the 2010 Senate race to Harry Reid, whose other wins included
only the Democratic strongholds of Clark and Mineral counties; Romney should have
no problem among the moderate GOP demographic here
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Clark County, one of the fastest-growing areas in the U.S. in

recent decades, is home to two-thirds of the state’s electorate, ————n
making it by far the most important region; an influx of young

professionals and Hispanics has completely altered the state politically,

shifting what was once a relatively steady Republican bet to a toss-up;

Romney won the county handily in the 2008 caucuses and is expected

to repeat

An issue of faith

A major source of Romney’s popularity in the Silver State is his
membership in the Mormon church. While this issue has dogged
him elsewhere, in Nevada, which has one of the largest Mormon
populations in the U.S., it can only help.
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States with the highest
percentage of Mormon residents

Arizona 4.9

U.S.total 1.5

Source: Kenneth Palmer and Mark Brewer, University of Maine at Orono; James Melcher, University of Maine at Farmington, David Damore, University of Nevada at Las Vegas,
William Frey, Brookings Institution, U.S. Census Bureau, Glenmary Research Center, Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections
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A return to New England

In addition to Nevada, the Pine Tree State also will hold its GOP caucuses starting Saturday and
running through Feb. 11. They are typically attended only by die-hard party members. In 2008,
Romney dominated, winning more than 52 percent of votes cast. John McCain garnered 21
percent, and Paul placed third, with 18.4 percent.

The north

The most sparsely populated region of Maine is also one of its most conservative.
This will be the toughest place for Romney, except in some towns, such as Bangor,
where his background might appeal to business communities; in 2008, he only lost
two counties in the state: Washington (to McCain) and Aroostook (to Paul); if Gingrich
can expect any votes in Maine, they will come from staunch conservatives here
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The midcoast

This stretch is home to traditional
Cumberland Republicans, including many wealthier
residents and retirees along the
shore; Romney should have an edge
here, but Paul could also see a strong
showing, depending on the turnout
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The south

Their proximity to Massachusetts should help make York and Cumberland counties
two of Romney’s strongholds; the former Bay State governor likely will do well
among moderates in suburbs of Portland (which is itself largely Democratic) and
among retirees and Boston commuters who are familiar with him

A tale of two Maines
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