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Romney won the 2008 Nevada caucuses, taking just more than half the votes and every 
county except Nye, which went to Paul. The front-runner should have no problem repeating 
his victory Saturday, given the state’s moderate brand of Republican views, his organization 
and his Mormon faith.

A desert battle

Reno area
Washoe and Storey counties have grown in recent years — though not nearly as 
rapidly as Las Vegas — which has turned their political hue from a bright red to more 
of a purple; Washoe County, considered the state’s bellwether, is home to a mix 
of older Republicans and newer, younger and less conservative voters; Washoe 
County also tipped the 2010 Senate race to Harry Reid, whose other wins included 
only the Democratic strongholds of Clark and Mineral counties; Romney should have 
no problem among the moderate GOP demographic here
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Source: Las Vegas Review-Journal poll of 426 Republicans conducted Jan. 27-31, margin of error: +/- 4.75 percentage points

Gingrich’s hopes Saturday lie 
in his support among Nevada 
tea party supporters, who 
favor him over Romney 37 to 
27 percent, according to the 
latest poll

Paul is the only candidate who 
has spent much time in Maine 
and is well-organized in 
Nevada; low turnouts increase 
his chances for an upset

GOP presidential nominee preference among likely Nevada caucus-goers

25% 9%

In addition to Nevada, the Pine Tree State also will hold its GOP caucuses starting Saturday and 
running through Feb. 11. They are typically attended only by die-hard party members. In 2008, 
Romney dominated, winning more than 52 percent of votes cast. John McCain garnered 21 
percent, and Paul placed third, with 18.4 percent. 

A return to New England

Mitt Romney Rick Santorum

NOTE: Recent polling information for the Maine Republican caucuses not available

In Nevada, Romney is 
expected to win handily, 
particularly given the large 
Mormon population; his name 
recognition bodes well for him 
in Maine

Santorum is not well-known in 
either state and only recently 
opened an office in Nevada; 
he is not expected to make 
any major gains

The north

Kennebec and Androscoggin counties 
offer perhaps the widest range 
of voters in the state and are 
Maine’s most unpredictable, 
in terms of voting trends; 
Santorum could potentially 
pick up votes from “family 
values” social 
conservatives in the 
Lewiston area, Paul 
could do well among 
students at Colby 
College in Waterville 
and Romney should 
pick up the region’s 
more traditional 
GOP bloc

Central counties

The most sparsely populated region of Maine is also one of its most conservative. 
This will be the toughest place for Romney, except in some towns, such as Bangor, 
where his background might appeal to business communities; in 2008, he only lost 
two counties in the state: Washington (to McCain) and Aroostook (to Paul); if Gingrich 
can expect any votes in Maine, they will come from staunch conservatives here

45% 11%

Rural center
Nevada’s sparsely 
populated middle has 
experienced little to no 
growth over the past decade 
and is home to an electorate that 
is mostly white, older and 
conservative; although Romney should 
win most of the state, Paul could appeal to 
traditionally conservative voters who may be 
wary of the former Massachusetts governor

Las Vegas metro
Clark County, one of the fastest-growing areas in the U.S. in 
recent decades, is home to two-thirds of the state’s electorate, 
making it by far the most important region; an influx of young 
professionals and Hispanics has completely altered the state politically, 
shifting what was once a relatively steady Republican bet to a toss-up; 
Romney won the county handily in the 2008 caucuses and is expected 
to repeat

The midcoast
This stretch is home to traditional 
Republicans, including many wealthier 
residents and retirees along the 
shore; Romney should have an edge 
here, but Paul could also see a strong 
showing, depending on the turnout

The south
Their proximity to Massachusetts should help make York and Cumberland counties 
two of Romney’s strongholds; the former Bay State governor likely will do well 
among moderates in suburbs of Portland (which is itself largely Democratic) and 
among retirees and Boston commuters who are familiar with him

States with the highest
percentage of Mormon residents

An issue of faith
A major source of Romney’s popularity in the Silver State is his 
membership in the Mormon church. While this issue has dogged 
him elsewhere, in Nevada, which has one of the largest Mormon 
populations in the U.S., it can only help. A tale of two Maines

Maine political analysts have often 
described “two Maines”: the poor, 
rural north and the wealthier, more 
populated south. Though these 
distinctions have somewhat 
diminished over time, the general 
trend remains and could influence 
the outcome in the upcoming 
caucuses.

Source: Kenneth Palmer and Mark Brewer, University of Maine at Orono; James Melcher, University of Maine at Farmington, David Damore, University of Nevada at Las Vegas,
William Frey, Brookings Institution, U.S. Census Bureau, Glenmary Research Center, Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections
Graphic: Max Rust, Chad Yoder, Chicago Tribune

Utah

Idaho

Wyoming

Nevada

Arizona

U.S. total

66.4%

24.1

9.5

5.9

4.9

1.5

Mormons as a
percentage of the
population
By county/municipality

Median household income
By county, 2005-10
average

$40,000 or less

40,001 - 45,000

45,001 - 50,000

More than 50,000

MillinocketMillinocket

CaribouCaribou

AroostookAroostook

PiscataquisPiscataquis

MAINE

ElkoElko

Spring CreekSpring Creek

ElkoElkoHumboldtHumboldt

ElyEly

FernleyFernley

SparksSparks
RenoReno

Carson CityCarson City

EurekaEureka

PershingPershing

Churchi l lChurchi l l

LyonLyon
Douglas

Storey

Washoe

MineralMineral

NyeNye

EsmeraldaEsmeralda
LincolnLincoln

White
Pine

White
Pine

LanderLander

NEVADA

Las VegasLas Vegas

HendersonHenderson

ClarkClark

Bar HarborBar Harbor
AugustaAugusta

BangorBangor

WatervilleWaterville

SomersetSomerset

Frankl inFrankl in

OxfordOxford

PenobscotPenobscot

WashingtonWashington

HancockHancock
WaldoWaldo

KnoxKnox

LincolnLincoln

KennebecKennebec

AndroscogginAndroscoggin

PortlandPortland

LewistonLewiston

Sagadahoc

YorkYork

CumberlandCumberland

95
295

15

80

95

Inside the Maine and Nevada caucuses
Voting opens Saturday in two very different contests that will send a total of 52 delegates to the GOP convention (28 in the one-day Nevada caucuses and 24 in the weeklong Maine caucuses). Mitt Romney 
is hoping for a repeat of his performance in 2008, when he handily won each contest with more than 50 percent of the votes. Although Romney is expected to win both states again, complexities among both 
states’ electorates could open the door for his competitors.
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